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How did the people of Ancient Egypt live? What was their social, economic, political, and cultural life

like? How did their values and attitudes help shape our world. This title answers these questions

and more with informative text, colorful photographs and original source materials, and clear maps

and diagrams to show readers what life was like in ancient civilizations.
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Gr 4-6-Both entertaining and useful, these titles discuss different aspects of ancient Egyptian and

Greek cultures and history, explaining how knowledge of these societies was pieced together by

archaeological discoveries. Topics are presented on double-page spreads with generous use of

color and black-and-white photographs and color illustrations of artifacts, buildings, monuments, and

archaeologists at work. Hicks covers early civilizations, Classical Greece, Athens, warfare, science,

transportation, and pottery. Shuter includes sections on early burials, pyramids, hieroglyphs,

mummies, Tutankhamun's tomb, temples, and towns. Each book takes a fascinating look at the

techniques used to study these civilizations, including an explanation of how facial reconstruction is

accomplished using skulls found in tombs. Both titles offer project ideas and short biographies of

archaeologists. Information is not in-depth but is adequate for reports and sure to whet appetites for



further reading. Louise James's How We Know about the Egyptians and How We Know about the

Greeks (both Peter Bedrick, 1997) also combine archaeological contributions with cultural

background, but they concentrate more on daily life.-Cynthia M. Sturgis, Ledding Library,

Milwaukee, OR Copyright 2000 Cahners Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to the

Hardcover edition.

Series Review: ""History Opens Windows.""These revised and updated books offer a simple

overview of ancient cultures. Each 2-page spread deals with a topic such as farming, trade,

everyday life, clothes and religion. Good for ESL students. RecommendedNata --Irving Independent

School District

I ordered this as part of a curriculum for homeschool that we are going through with my daughter,

and though it offered nice enough facts and was useful, I can think of several others that I find have

perhaps even more facts presented in a more fun manner. As it was, I found this book a bit scarce

and am not sure what inspired the curriculum designers to choose this over others. It's fine and the

illustrations are sufficient. It's just not my favorite.

Ancient Egypt, a volume from the "History Beneath Your Feet" series, explores our knowledge of

what life was like in ancient Egypt based on archaeological findings. I would recommend this series

for elementary or middle schools and public libraries. Each page includes informative, easy to

understand text with helpful explanations of more complicated concepts. Specific events, places or

people are highlighted in detail boxes. Stunning color photo spreads peak reader interest. Topics

covered include archaeological, forensic and preservation techniques, pyramid building, tomb

design, heiroglyphs and what they mean, the discovery of Tutankhamun, and the future of

archaeology using computer technology. A glossary, a full-color timeline and a detailed index make

this book an excellent reference book for young readers.
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